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Introduction

Centres and candidates deserve praise and credit for how they have handled the summer
2024 9PLO1 Politics paper. A few days after the sitting of 9PLO1 the Prime Minister called the
2024 General Election and set in chain a series of events that no doubt will be central to
political life in the UK in the coming years. Politics as a subject continues to grow and attract
candidates and new Centres. Many new Centres who had not delivered Politics previously
joined the Pearson specification in this series.

There is a growing awareness of how to approach both source and essay questions. This is
reflected in better handling of planning and approach to the written content. There is also a
fuller realisation of the requirements and demands placed by the three core Assessment
Objectives (AO). As noted, performance improved again on the previous series for essays and
source questions. Unusually, against the established trend, performance dipped slightly on
the core political ideas. Advice and guidance are contained in this report to remedy and
attend to this.

The report will provide detailed comments on each individual question and aims to reflect
the wider findings of all the Examiners who worked on the paper and were able to contribute
to the construction of this report.
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Question 1 (a)
Overview of Responses

This was the considerably less popular of the two sources. Most candidates demonstrated
the ability to identify policies from the Labour and Conservative parties to support their
analysis of the source, but this was less true regarding the Liberal Democrats.

Whilst many candidates understood the question and used the source effectively, there was
a need for greater depth in analysis, more evaluation, and a broader inclusion of all three
established political parties.

Common Issues

Candidates generally understood the points raised in the source and used them effectively to
build their arguments. Most candidates had good knowledge, particularly on Old Labour and
New Labour.

The best responses engaged with the entire source, understanding that this question was not
asking whether parties were Old/New Labour or One Nation/Thatcherite conservatives or
Classical/Modern Liberals, but instead whether those labels were still relevant or if parties
had moved beyond them. However, a large number of candidates did not focus on this and
instead turned the question into an Old v New Labour, One Nation v Thatcherite, Classical v
Modern Liberal one. This affected their ability to reach the higher levels.

Weaker responses often lacked balance, tending to criticise parties policies rather than
analyse them objectively. They also had a tendency to list policies without adequately
analysing how these policies demonstrated the ideological standpoints of the parties.

Another issue in this question was that many candidates either omitted the Liberal
Democrats entirely or only provided surface-level information about them. This gap impacted
on the quality of responses. Conversely, most candidates could name specific policies from
Labour and Conservative, using them to construct arguments and evaluate the source. Whilst
there was a good understanding and application of recent Conservative policies, there was
an overly negative tone from some candidates when referring to the Conservative Party. The
very best responses displayed excellent knowledge of both historical and recent political
party policies, which they used to support their analysis and evaluation.

One issue that occurs in parties questions is when candidates conflate these questions with
their studies on Core Ideas, introducing extraneous information not relevant to political
parties questions.
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Structurally, most candidates adopted a party-by-party approach, comparing policies against
the criteria outlined in the question. This worked very well. Whilst approaching it by themes
of policy was a completely acceptable approach, candidates who structured their responses
in this way often found it difficult to provide sufficient depth and scope in their responses.
Weaker responses listed similarities or differences, without any deeper analysis.

Successful candidates incorporated their judgements into paragraphs or used interim
judgements at the end of each section, substantiating their judgements and linking back to
the question. This method helped to embed their arguments and enhanced their AO3 marks.
High-level responses require substantiated and consistent evaluation throughout, not just in
the introduction and conclusion.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Range of Policies: Candidates should be encouraged to learn a broad range of policies
from all major parties and understand how these policies link back to their ideological
roots.

2. Balanced Analysis: Emphasise the importance of balanced analysis, ensuring candidates
avoid overly critical or one-sided responses.

3. Structured Responses: Encourage candidates to interweave incorporated or interim
judgements into their essays to maintain a clear and consistent line of argument.

This response show the huge benefit of maintaining a full focus on the question and
ensuring a consistent line of argument.
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< / ResultsPlus
/--.‘. Examiner Comments

This essay has one paragraph on each party and stays focused on the
question.

It has a clear line of argument throughout, arguing that all three
parties have abandoned their historical origins.

It illustrates both sides of the arguments well, with examples.

Whilst the AO3 is not Level 5, overall the essay still achieves this Level.

Level 5
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Whilst this essay is focused on the question, the counter arguments do
little more than list policies of the current parties with little analysis of
what this means for their ideological position.

It is also quite descriptive rather than analytical, particularly the Labour
Party section.

Furthermore, it does not address the Lib Dems.

Level 3

f”"’/_,k’ » ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip

Exploit all of the available AOs.
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Question 1 (b)
Overview

This question was the most popular of the two source questions. On the whole, it was an
accessible question, which received a good range of responses.

In particular, candidates demonstrated strong knowledge of referendums, particularly the
Scottish independence referendum and the Brexit referendum. Effectively, they discussed
arguments for and against referendums, showing good understanding of the subject matter.
However, many candidates found it difficult fully to grasp the question, often missing its
nuances regarding the ‘other political purposes’ of referendums.

Common Issues

The most common issue on this question was the misinterpretation of the question. Many
candidates had difficulty acknowledging that the question was not asking whether
referendums were good or bad for democracy, rather than exploring the issue of them being
used for other political purposes.

Weaker responses made the mistake of making this a 'general' referendums response. This
often meant that they did not pay full attention to the “other political purposes” part of the
question. Stronger responses used the source to reflect on the points made therein
regarding other political purposes “often settling their internal disputes, never for public benefit”,
“a series of ‘yes’ votes added to the idea of (Labour’s) popularity”, “the referendum was a price to
pay for the support of the Liberal Democrats to enter the coalition”, “outright attempt by the

Conservative Party to stop UKIP in its tracks”.

A second issue was a tendency to focus on more recent referendums, with many responses
ignoring referendums held before 2010, missing opportunities to demonstrate a
comprehensive understanding of the historical range of referendums. The focus was
predominantly on the 2011, 2014, and 2016 referendums. Stronger responses acknowledged
the “referendums since 1997" aspect of the question, using Blair era referendums to illustrate
their points very effectively, as well as more recent ones.

There was also a tendency by some to rely on the EU referendum. Centres should ensure
that candidates are aware of the significance of all referendums since 1997.

Too many candidates did not explicitly reference the source, and a minority did so only
passingly. Candidates should be advised that they need to ensure it is clear that they are
using the source. They can do this by quoting the source directly or by paraphrasing the
arguments in the source alongside a clear indication that this is “from the source”. At the
same time, some weaker responses treated the source as conclusive proof of an argument,
merely paraphrasing it, without deeper analysis or integration of their own knowledge.

GCE Politics 9PLO 01 16



Stronger responses used and referenced the source effectively. They paired arguments from
the source, developing them with their own knowledge, and analysing which argument was
stronger, coming to effective conclusions throughout their answer. They paid close attention
to the content of the source to drive their analysis. Analysis was often brief on weaker
responses.

In the strongest responses, analysis was developed extensively in such a way that the how
and why of the question was fully explored. However, for weaker responses, lack of pairing
was an issue. Some candidates did not pair arguments effectively, leading to underdeveloped
analysis and missed opportunities for deeper evaluation.

Whilst AO3 references have improved this year, usually by referencing that “the stronger
argument is" and “the weaker argument is”, this was rarely developed in a meaningful way to
explain why it was the stronger/weaker side of the argument. As such, AO3 still remains the
weakest area for many candidates.

Most responses often lacked sustained arguments or judgements, with some merely
summarising points rather than genuinely evaluating them. It is also worth repeating here
that introductions and conclusions are an important part of source responses that help to
clarify an answer’s key points. Sometimes, introductions stated that they would conduct a
process of evaluation without explicitly stating what they ultimately would conclude.

Stronger responses had a clear structure, integrating evidence, analysis and evaluation
throughout their answer. They had a clear line of argument throughout, paired their points
and then evaluated them, either by incorporating judgements throughout paragraphs or via
interim judgements. The very strongest answers' evaluation did more than summarise points
made in the paragraph already. Strong AO3 is where judgements are convincing.

As mentioned in previous Examination Reports, candidates need to be reminded that AO1 -
knowledge and understanding— is just one part of an answer; having an equal focus on the
other two AOs will improve responses.

Recommendations for Improvement
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1. Focus on Question: Centres should emphasise the importance of understanding and
directly addressing the specific question asked.

2. Effective Use of Sources: Candidates need to practice using sources to support broader
arguments rather than relying on them as conclusive evidence. They should also learn
to integrate their own knowledge with the source material.

3. Balanced Analysis: Encourage candidates to pair their arguments, comparing and
contrasting points within paragraphs.

4. Timing and Planning: Rigorous practice under timed conditions can help candidates
manage their time effectively across all questions. Planning should also be emphasised
to ensure coherent, well-structured responses.

5. Developing AO3 Skills: Teachers should focus on helping candidates develop their
evaluation and judgement skills, encouraging them to make definitive conclusions and
justify their reasoning with detailed analysis.

All aspects of the question have to be addressed — where the 'other political purposes'is
used really well.
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y { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response that engages fully with all aspects of the
question.

It interweaves source references throughout, which includes some
excellent analysis that is very effectively evaluated.

Level 5
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Source questions, in many ways, have the framework of a plan with their content, by raising
the lines of argument in often a binary challenge.
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Examiner Comments

This essay is a good example of a response that does not engage with
both premises of the question.

In the first section it tries to, but is not particularly successful.
The second and third sections only focus on democracy.

Level 3
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Question 2 (a)
Overview
This essay question was not as popular as Q02b.

Candidates displayed a strong understanding of pressure groups, showcasing a wide
selection of groups. However, they had difficulty demonstrating comparable knowledge of
think tanks, lobbyists, and corporations, often lacking specific knowledge and case studies for
these groups.

It was clear, however, that this question was accessible for candidates and provided
opportunities for the very top marks.

Common Issues

Many candidates concentrated heavily on pressure groups whilst neglecting the other
elements of the question. This resulted in incomplete responses that did not address the
entire scope of the question.

This was compounded by a noticeable gap in candidates' knowledge of think tanks, lobbyists,
and corporations. This included a lack of detailed case studies and specific examples.

Some candidates used good examples but attributed them to the wrong group, which
weakened their answer. Interestingly, a number of responses incorrectly treated all pressure
groups as outsider groups, whilst categorising all think tanks, lobbyists, and corporations as
insider groups, leading to skewed analysis focused on insider versus outsider status.

Whilst candidates could describe pressure group campaigns and their successes or failures,
they found it difficult to analyse these in relation to the question. They often knew the
activities of pressure groups but could not discuss effectively the various ways these groups
exert influence.

A key question for candidates to consider is how does this example enhance the point | am
making? Understanding why groups have influence was crucial for deeper engagement with
the question.

Often, candidates did not compare pressure groups directly with think tanks, lobbyists, and
corporations. Instead, they treated these entities in isolation, comparing whether each group
did/did not have influence, which limited the depth and development of their responses.
Also, candidates who amalgamated think tanks, lobbyists, and corporations found it difficult
to explore the question fully. The best responses came from those who assessed each group
separately, against pressure groups.
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The best responses drew nuanced distinctions between each group, considering insider
versus outsider status, extent of membership and funding, and access to government. High-
scoring responses used contemporary examples, such as Owen Paterson, Just Stop Oil, and
Greensill Capital, the Institute for Economic Affairs, to illustrate their points. This
demonstrated the importance of using current events and recent case studies.

Successful candidates incorporated their judgements into their paragraphs or used interim
judgements at the end of each section, substantiating their judgements and linking back to
the question. This method helped to embed their arguments and enhanced their AO3 marks.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Specification Coverage: Teachers should ensure that candidates have an understanding
of all elements of the question, not just pressure groups. This includes detailed
knowledge of think tanks, lobbyists, and corporations. Examples of the last three should
be as familiar as pressure groups are.

2. Focused Analysis: Encourage candidates to analyse how pressure groups may exert
influence, rather than just focusing examples of success or failure. This will help in
developing more detailed analysis.

3. Comparisons: Candidates should practice comparing and contrasting the influence of
different groups directly, rather than discussing them in isolation. This will enhance
their ability to provide a more structured and focused response in questions like this.

4. Use of Contemporary Examples: Centres should encourage candidates to consider
contemporary examples, to ensure that they are able to develop their arguments with
up-to-date evidence.

5. Developing Judgements: Candidates should be encouraged to practice incorporating
evaluation into their responses to substantiate their judgements within their
paragraphs. This practice will help them to construct more nuanced and focused AO3
responses.
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N,
N { ResultsPlus
/--.‘; Examiner Comments
This response was typical of many in that it recognises in the title the
need to discuss think tanks, lobbyists and corporations but it does not
not manage to engage enough with this part of the question to achieve
higher than Level 3.

The points made are generic and the analysis is limited. It does,
however, include some good examples.

Level 3
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Question 2 (b)
Overview

This was the more popular of the two essays, and candidates generally demonstrated good
knowledge of election campaigns and manifestos.

The best responses showed in-depth knowledge and consistent comparisons, whilst weaker
responses often deviated from the main question or lacked depth in analysis.

The majority of responses identified correctly that the question required analysis between
election campaigns and manifestos versus other political factors. However, several
candidates faced challenges in addressing the question comprehensively.

Common Issues

Many weaker responses did not stay focused on the question. They tended to evaluate other
factors determining election outcomes without adequately addressing campaigns and
manifestos. These responses often evolved into discussions about various factors without
maintaining a clear focus on the question.

Stronger responses effectively compared campaigns and manifestos with other influential
factors, supported by detailed contemporary knowledge. This approach led to well-focused
analysis and substantiated judgements.

Candidates who referenced recent events, such as the impact of the manifesto pledge to “get
Brexit done” in 2019, Theresa May's campaign in 2017, and Jeremy Corbyn's campaigns in
2017 and 2019, demonstrated a good understanding of the influence of campaigns and
manifestos. However, a number of candidates referenced the 2024 election, despite it not
having been called at the time the exam was sat, which was difficult to assess.

The best responses employed a clearly-structured approach, maintained a consistent
comparison of campaigns and manifestos versus other factors for each election discussed.
Some candidates separated campaigns and manifestos comparing each one in turn to other
factors, whilst other candidates combined campaigns and manifestos and compared them
both to another factor. Both approaches were successful, although the success of the latter
approach was dependent on the extent to which both areas were considered.

Weaker responses tended not to focus sufficiently on them both, they also focused
excessively on other factors, thereby not addressing the main question effectively.

The most common other factors that were compared to campaigns and manifestos were the
media, leadership and social factors. When comparing factors with campaigns and
manifestos, weaker responses tended to discuss the other factor without any reference to
campaigns and/or manifestos.
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Stronger responses made close comparisons between the two areas they were comparing,
for example suggesting that although campaigns were important, the media can have a very
large effect on the lens through which the campaign is seen etc, or that leaders are key to
deciding what the party's key manifesto pledges are and also play an intrinsic part of the
campaign.

As with previous questions, evaluation was key to success. Incorporating judgements into
paragraphs or using interim judgements at the end of each section, helped to embed their
evaluation and enhanced AO3 marks.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Analysis: Centres should emphasise the importance of making effective comparisons in
questions that ask for the relative importance of factors.

2. Contemporary Knowledge: Candidates should be reminded of the importance of
contemporary examples, which will help candidates develop arguments.

3. Structured Responses: Encourage candidates to structure their responses with
introductions and conclusions, paired arguments, clear incorporated or interim
judgements and a coherent line of argument. This will improve their overall response
quality.
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N
Y / ResultsPlus
/'--‘; Examiner Comments

This essay is focussed on the question. It does not digress whilst
considering the impact of other factors on campaigns and manifestos,
in this case, leadership, wider political context and the media.

It is worth noting here that the interplay between the factors is
particularly good, which enhances the quality of the analysis.

Level 5

i  ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
Keep the line of argument constant and well supported: use clear
decision-making at the outset, to set the course.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Whilst this answer addresses the influence of campaigns on general
elections, it is significantly weaker on manifestos.

It is also more focused on other factors and does not compare factors
well enough against each other. Additionally it is inaccurate in places.

Level 3
\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip

Through effective comparison the response is targeting AO2 — making
a decision about the comparison is AO3.
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Question 3 (a)
Overview

This question about the liberal view of the economy was not as popular as the Conservatism
question. Most candidates demonstrated a sound understanding of liberalism, its two
strands and the relevant key thinkers. However, there was a need for deeper analysis and a
more focused application of this knowledge to the economy. Also, by improving balance,
structure, and timing in their responses, candidates can enhance their marks.

Common Issues

There was generally good understanding of the liberal view of the role of the state,
individualism, freedom, and nearly all candidates could identify differences between classical
and modern liberalism.

However, despite their knowledge, candidates did not apply it specifically to the issue of the
economy. Moreover, when they did relate their knowledge to the economy, there was
confusion around the differing views of classical and modern liberalism.

Most candidates were able to state that all liberals support capitalism but when it came to
articulating differences in their views, candidates were less confident in their responses. Most
candidates referred to laissez-faire economics when discussing classical liberalism and to the
increased role of the state to intervene in the free market, as advocated by Modern Liberals.

However, often, Modern Liberalism was conflated with a form of socialism, with candidates
unable to appreciate the nuances of the modern liberal focus on freedom. It was also
surprising that there was little discussion of the role that negative and positive freedom play
on their differing views of the economy. There were also some misunderstandings of thinkers
such as Rawls and Mill, who were often attributed with ideas they did not have eg
redistribution of wealth and nationalisation. Once again, some candidates discussed neo-
liberalism, which is not a strand of liberalism in the specification.

Another common issue was that many candidates veered significantly away from the
economy by addressing liberal differences in general, for example Classical vs Modern Liberal
ideas on human nature, society, the role of the state etc. Although there are some
overlapping concepts here, such as the role of the state in the economy and the impact of
different economic systems on social harmony, usually these connections were not made by
candidates. The driving focus of this question should be agreements and disagreements over
the economy.
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Stronger responses developed clear points that focused on the economy, often linked to
aspects such as the free market, relationship with the state or individual freedom.
Consistently, candidates ensured that they were linking points back to the premise of the
economy. These responses had very accurate knowledge and could explain not only that
there were differences, but why those differences occur.

Stronger responses focused on agreements and disagreements between the two strands of
liberalism over the economy, usually focussing on the size and role of the state in the
economy, their view of welfare, as well as the impact of their differing views on individualism
and freedom on their view of the economy. They focused on comparing strands’ views and
then carefully selected key liberal thinkers to illustrate these differences over the economy.
They were able to consider agreements and disagreements, but they also were very clear
about whether or no the agreements or disagreements were the most significant.

Many weaker responses were unbalanced usually with much more focus (or only focusing)
on disagreement. Both agreement and disagreement must be given consideration, to achieve
higher marks. Also, when comparing disagreements between strands, candidates will achieve
higher marks by moving on from “side-by-side” comparisons within paragraphs to a more
integrated approach to comparative analysis.

Another area that needs to be addressed by centres is that many candidates still focus on the
differences between thinkers rather than addressing debates between the different strands
of liberalism. Thinkers should be used to develop and support arguments made about the
different strands.

Stronger responses effectively referenced key thinkers, including those from both classical
and modern liberal perspectives, such as John Locke, John Stuart Mill, and John Rawls.
However, as with last year’s responses, the eagerness of some candidates to include all five
key thinkers often led to inappropriate references, such as shoe-horning in Wollstonecraft
and Friedan, who are less directly related to economic issues.

Centres should remind candidates only to use appropriate thinkers to illustrate their
responses. Equally, some candidates merely name-drop key thinkers such as “modern liberals
such as Rawls" without developing how Rawls' ideas are relevant to the point being made.

AO3 was, once again, the weaker of the AOs with candidates unable to include judgements
into their responses, or where they did, they tended to write a quick one-sentence summary
at the end of a paragraph rather than a substantiated judgement. Moreover, the stem, “To
what extent” is still problematic for many. Candidates often treated the question as a binary
issue—either liberalism is divided, or it is not—without exploring the extent of division and
the complexities involved. The stem requires candidates to make judgements assessing
whether similarities are more significant than differences (or vice versa), to achieve well in
AQO3. The issue central to this stem is the degree of difference - and its measure.
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As a reminder, all ideas questions require a response that includes introductions and
conclusions. Candidates may structure their responses into agree/disagree paragraphs or
into themed paragraphs, where both agreement and disagreements are considered.
Whichever structure is chosen, substantiated judgments must be woven throughout the
answer.

Timing was an issue for some candidates: these responses felt rushed , with many having
insufficient time and providing rushed conclusions or were incomplete.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Focus on the question: teachers should emphasise the importance of relating liberal
principles and key thinkers specifically to the question asked.

2. Balance: candidates should be reminded of the importance of discussing both
agreement and disagreements.

3. Essay Structure: reinforce the need for clear, structured responses with well-developed
introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions. A strong focus on planning can help
avoid rambling and ensure all aspects of the question are addressed.

4, Timing Practice: Provide more practice in timed conditions to help candidates manage
their time effectively and produce complete, coherent essays.

This is a good example of thinkers serving the strands.
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‘/wg ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response that achieves Level 5 via an
Agree/Disagree/Disagree structure and effectively addresses the issue
of the economy.

It has excellent knowledge of Liberalism and uses this knowledge well
to tease out areas of similarity and difference between the strands.

It is strand-driven and uses thinkers well to exemplify and develop the
points it makes.

Particularly worthy of note is the highly-integrated comparative
analysis throughout the answer. While AO3 is weaker, this response
does enough to achieve Level 5.

Level 5
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This is an example of how responses can drift away from the core demands of the question.
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/--_ Examiner Comments
This response has some relevant and accurate knowledge about

Liberalism but there is also a great deal of irrelevant and inaccurate
knowledge.

Modern liberalism is portrayed as supporting redistribution.
Additionally, agreement within Liberalism is barely addressed
throughout the response.

Whilst the response outlines what Classical and Modern Liberals
believe, it is less effective in developing why they believe what they
believe. Lastly there is no attempt to address the issue of ‘extent’.

Level 3

~, ResurtsPIus
\

Examiner Tip

Focus on the core demands of the question.
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Question 3 (b)
Overview

This was the most popular of the two Core Ideas questions. Candidates generally exhibited a
strong understanding of conservatism and its key thinkers and engaged well with the
question. However, there were notable areas where improvements are needed to enhance
the depth and coherence of responses.

There is a need for deeper analysis and more structured responses that lead with strands.
Evaluation is also an area that candidates find difficult on core political ideas questions.

Common Issues

Given that this was a broad question, the vast majority of candidates engaged with it
successfully, demonstrating a sound understanding of conservatism and its strands.
However, sometimes broad questions like this can lead to responses that lack focus and
ramble, as some did on this occasion.

Many responses had good knowledge of the conservatism but merely listed their ideas
rather than focusing on explaining areas of similarity and difference.

Stronger responses looked at different themes and analysed the extent of difference. The
most common themes were human nature, pragmatism, organicism, paternalism and the
economy. However, there were some common misunderstandings in exploring these areas,
notably the idea that the New Right believes in human imperfection, organicism and
pragmatism, which is inaccurate.

The New Right also proved a challenging area for candidates more generally, with
neoliberalism treated as an independent strand, divorced from the New Right, as opposed to
it being a central strand within the New Right alongside neoconservatism.

Several responses did not acknowledge all three strands within Conservatism, which is
important — given the nature of the question that asks for agreement and disagreement
within Conservatism as a whole.

There were still responses that wrote a narrative account of what each strand of
Conservatism stands for, in separate paragraphs, and therefore not engaging in the demands
of the question: to evaluate the extent of agreement or disagreement.

Stronger responses discussed the extent of agreement and disagreements within
conservatism, comparing why the differences and similarities exist. By doing this, candidates
are able to make fully effective substantiated arguments and judgements of whether or not
there is more disagreement or agreement.

Weaker responses simply listed the differences between strands or thinkers without much
context, exemplification or evaluation of extent of agreement or disagreement.
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Many responses were narrative in nature, focused only on what the strands thought rather
than explaining why they held these beliefs. This lack of explanation impacted their AO2
marks. For higher marks, responses should explore not only what the strands agree and
disagree on but also why. The ability to explore the principles that underly their beliefs is the
key to high quality analysis in Ideas questions.

Significant numbers of responses were still led by the thinkers rather than by strands -
despite this being highlighted in successive Examination Reports and on Inset provision. This
approach often led to confusion about the most relevant strands for the thinkers mentioned.

Significant numbers of candidates answer |deas questions solely by reference to thinkers,
excluding strands altogether. This approach significantly impedes their ability to achieve the
higher levels. Candidates should know how to lead with the strands and to avoid describing
and comparing the different thinkers.

Candidates who engaged with similarities and differences through a highly comparative lens
produced stronger responses. The vast majority of responses did explore the views of the
different strands within paragraphs but in a side-by-side comparison, often with a sentence
in between, usually, “However, One-Nation conservatives believe...". In order to improve
comparative analysis, centres should consider helping candidates to consider a more
integrated approach to comparative analysis.

With regard to thinkers, most candidates were able to use thinkers in their answer and very,
very few were affected by the two-thinker cap. However, there are still some responses that
only name-drop the thinkers rather than using them to enhance and develop the point they
are making.

Also, it is an absolute requirement of Ideas responses that they include discussion of
agreement and disagreement. This is something that a significant proportion of candidates
do not do, usually omitting areas of agreement, and they are penalised for it. The best
responses included an analysis of agreement and disagreement within conservatism. In
ldeas responses, as mentioned in previous Examination Reports, it can be 1/3 to 2/3.

As with the Liberalism question, candidates often did not engage with the 'to what extent'
aspect of the question, resulting in brief or unsustained evaluation. Centres should remind
candidates that this is not a binary Yes/No question. They are being asked to decide if
disagreements are more significant than agreement (or vice versa).

Responses that engaged with the ‘extent' aspect of the question achieved significantly higher
marks in AO3. Centres should reinforce the need for clear, structured responses that include
clear introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions, which all include discussion of
‘extent’. This approach will help candidates to manage their time and provide comprehensive
responses.
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Regarding timing, like the liberalism question, many candidates had difficulty, resulting in
short or unfinished responses - this has a significant impact on their overall marks.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Focus on Strands: Teachers should emphasise the importance of leading with strands
rather than thinkers. This will help candidates structure their responses more effectively
and reduce confusion.

2. Explanation and Justification: Encourage candidates to explain why the strands hold
certain beliefs, not just what those beliefs are. This deeper analysis will improve AO2
marks.

3. Essay Structure: Reinforce the need for clear, structured responses that include well-
developed introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions. This approach will help
candidates manage their time and provide comprehensive answers.

4. Contemporary Examples: Contemporary examples are not necessary for Ideas
questions. Exemplifications should come from the use of key thinkers.

As noted, the most effective way to deal with core political ideas is with the tension between,
and within, the named strands.
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response that achieves Level 5 via a themed
structure.

It focuses on three areas:

e human nature
e the state
e the economy

It has excellent knowledge of conservatism and uses key terminology
effectively to explore similarities and differences.

It considers agreement as well as disagreement and focuses on
differences between strands, using relevant key thinkers to exemplify
and develop points. It has a clear line of argument throughout,
focusing on extent.

Level 5
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/--.‘; Examiner Comments

There are several issues with this response.
One of the main issues is that it is thinker-led, barely referencing the

strands at all, throughout the whole response. As a result, the answer
does not really address the issue of differences between the strands.

As outlined in many Examination Reports, candidates should be
encouraged to understand differences between strands, not thinkers.

Additionally, there are significant inaccuracies in the understanding of
conservatism, as well as the use of policies as examples, which is not
necessary for Ideas responses.

Planning and thinking through a response pays dividends: it has been
avoided here and the response suffers as a consequence.

Level 3

T4\ ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip

Plan and think through the response for high marks.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this examination, candidates are offered the following advice:

e With essays and source-based questions candidates need to choose or decide a line of
argument and adhere to that line. It shows uncertainty when candidates either change
their mind or present uncertainty in discussion about the force of their argument or the
line or direction, when they introduced the topic

e Ensure candidates focus on achieving AO3 marks — often the poorer relation in terms of
the other two AOs. This is done by many actions— a good one being the production of
interim judgments or mini-conclusions throughout the narrative

e On core political ideas (and non-core for that matter) it is preferred if candidates conduct
their line of argument with a clear focus on the strands that the specification provides

e The key thinkers are there to add value and meaning to the strands — not the other way
round

e Contemporary political events and their inclusion enhance responses. It was encouraging
to see recent political activity in candidates' answers, whether that be current active
pressure groups, new political party policy, recent campaigns or current reflections on
referendums. Covering current events in class and engaging candidates pays high
dividends in terms of marks and levels
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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